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1. Exhibitions and associated events

1.1 Studio Ceramics, from 21st September 2019.
The team at Ancient House has been working with Dr Francesca Vanke, 
Senior Curator and Keeper of Fine and Decorative Art with the Norfolk 
Museums Service on the new Studio Ceramics: Materials, Makers and 
Meanings exhibition which was opened by Cllr John Ward, Chair of Norfolk 
Joint Museums Committee and Cllr Brenda Canham, Mayor of Thetford on 
20th September 2019.  The exhibition complements the domestic scale of the 
museum and makes effective use of the high quality modern display cases in 
the main exhibitions room. Studio Ceramics: Materials, Makers and Meanings 
presents the best in Norfolk Museums Service’s collection of British studio and 
art pottery. Many of the items on display are from a recent donation and are 
seen here together for the first time. Dating from the 1870s to the present day, 
the exhibition features 39 pieces made by around 30 different makers 
including some of the leading names in ceramics over the past 100 years 
such as Bernard Leach, Lucie Rie, Edmund de Waal and Kate Malone. The 
display includes portrait photographs of the potters and video footage of 
Walter Keeler and of Ruthanne Tudball, who has her pottery studio near 
Dereham. Many of the photographs were kindly given for use in the exhibition 
by photographer Ben Boswell and the museum shop is stocking his book for 
sale.  For further information about Studio Ceramics: Materials, Makers and 
Meanings, please see the link below from the Norfolk Museums Service 
website:

https://www.museums.norfolk.gov.uk/ancient-house/whats-on/studio-ceramics

This report provides information on activities at 
Ancient House, Museum of Thetford Life from July 
2019 – September 2019

If you need this report in large print, audio, Braille, 
alternative format or in a different language please 
contact Oliver Bone on 01842 752599 and we will do 
our best to help

https://www.museums.norfolk.gov.uk/ancient-house/whats-on/studio-ceramics


1.2 Olive Edis: Photographer 15th December 2018 – 14th September 
2019
The previous main exhibition at Ancient House was Olive Edis: Photographer 
which opened on the 14th December 2018 at a ‘Takeover event’ by the 
children from the museum’s after-school History Club, at which the children 
gave a short dramatic performance of Olive Edis’ life.  This exhibition 
celebrated the life and work of pioneering British photographer Olive Edis 
(1876-1955). Although relatively unknown, Edis was one of the most important 
photographers of the first half of the 20th century and the first-ever accredited 
female war photographer. The breadth of her subjects from British royalty and 
aristocracy to the characterful faces of the fisherman of north Norfolk, together 
with her highly atmospheric photographs of the battlefields of France and 
Flanders taken during her time as an official World War One war 
photographer, raise her to international status. The exhibition was created in 
association with Alistair Murphy, Curator at Cromer Museum. The Olive Edis 
project was supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund (now called the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund). We were pleased that Ken and Owen Edis, relatives 
of Olive Edis, visited the exhibition just before it closed.  They wrote in the 
visitors’ book: Well worth the trip from Bristol. The exhibition ran until 14th 
September 2019.

1.3 Princess Sophia Exhibition as part of Festival of Norfolk and 
Punjab
The Museum created and displayed a new pop-up exhibition in the Hall of 
Ancient House about Princess Sophia Duleep Singh, who was a leading 
suffragette and an exact contemporary of Olive Edis (both born in the late 
summer of 1876). The new exhibition included nine pop-up graphic panels 
outlining the story of the princess, a film about Sophia Duleep Singh, a display 
of portraits of Maharajah Duleep Singh, his son Prince Frederick Duleep 
Singh and Princess Sophia. The museum borrowed a portrait of Princess 
Sophia Duleep Singh by Suman Kaur, winner of the BBC’s Big Painting 
Challenge in 2017.  The exhibition also featured a touch screen exhibition lent 
by the Sikh Museum Initiative and a display of Indian miniatures.  Volunteer 
Dan Morgan created a window display featuring the five rivers of Punjab, 
accompanied by knitted river creatures. The exhibition opened on 15th June 
and ran until the Festival finale event on 3rd August.  The pop-up exhibition is 
a useful long-term resource for learning events and was displayed again for 
one of the Thetford Heritage Open Days, on 21st September.
  
The Punjab Festival project is being delivered in partnership with the Essex 
Cultural Diversity Project using funding from the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund, Breckland Council, Thetford Town Council, and Norfolk County Council. 
A launch event took place on 15th June 2019.  The Festival of Norfolk and 
Punjab followed up the 2018 Festival of Thetford and Punjab.



1.4 Pride of the People: Helping History Out of the Closet Teenage 
History Club Exhibition Project.  Pop-up exhibition
Last autumn Ancient House exhibited Pride of the People: Helping History out 
of the Closet curated by the Museum’s Teenage History Club. Learning 
Officer Melissa Hawker worked with the museum’s Teenage History Club to 
curate this exhibition exploring LGBTQ+ history.  As part of the Norfolk 
Museums Service (NMS) Arts Council England programme as a National 
Portfolio Organisation, the museum is committed to diversifying both the 
audiences to the museum and also those voices within its displays.  

A pop-up version of the exhibition has been created in association with South 
Norfolk District Council.  This exhibition has toured to various museums and 
other community venues in Norfolk including the Millennium Library in 
Norwich, Lynn Museum (to coincide with the King’s Lynn Pride event), 
Poringland Library, Long Stratton Library and Attleborough Library.  

1.5 Peace comes to Thetford 
The Ancient House participated in town events on 20th July 2019 to mark the 
anniversary of Thetford’s celebration of peace following the end of the First 
World War. An event at Ancient House on the 20th July featured the story of 
the teenage Florrie Clarke who took over from her father as Town Crier when 
he went to serve as a soldier in the war. The museum welcomed a group from 
Thetford’s twin towns who had come to visit the town.  With support from the 
National Lottery Heritage Fund, the project seeks to commemorate the 
‘Forgotten Soldiers’ and their families who were affected by the war in various 
ways but are not listed on the town war memorial. There are also plans for two 
First World War themed interpretation boards to be installed at Thetford 
Cemetery.

2 Forthcoming Displays

2.1 Thetford Treasure
A request has been made to borrow once more a selection of items from the 
late Roman hoard of inscribed and decorated silver spoons and gold jewellery 
known as the Thetford Treasure from the British Museum. 

2.2 Brecks River and Fen Edge landscape project.  
The Ancient House is pleased to be part the Brecks River and Fen Edge 
landscape project which has recently succeeded in its bid for National Lottery 
Heritage Fund support. The Scheme has succeeded in winning a £2m 
National Lottery grant as part of the proposal for a £3.5m landscape 
conservation scheme to follow hot on the heels of the popular ‘Breaking New 
Ground Landscape Partnership Scheme. The project will engage local 
communities, schools and like-minded organisations to understand, reveal, 
celebrate and protect the lost heritage of the Brecks’ Fen Edge & Rivers over 
the next five years.  Rated as one of Britain’s top three landscapes for 
freshwater wildlife, the Brecks are home to nature as significant as that in the 



New Forest and the Broads. Across the scheme area lie biodiverse chalk 
streams and networks of ancient Pingo ponds. Although the area is famed for 
being sandy and dry, it is the watery landscapes that are the driving force 
behind the area’s unique biodiversity, and its history of human settlement. The 
Ancient House museum will receive funding as a partner organisation to 
produce exhibitions and activities on the themes of Vikings (in 2021-22) and 
Riverside Heritage (in 2022-2023).

2.3 Duleep Singh Gallery Feasibility 
Feasibility work continues for creating a new display in one of the upstairs 
rooms at Ancient House to make more of the unusual connections between 
the Museum and the Maharajah Duleep Singh and his family, especially his 
son Prince Frederick Duleep Singh.  A number of private donations have been 
received towards this project totally approximately £2,500. Connections have 
recently been made with the Sikh Museum Initiative based in Leicester and 
the Centre for Punjab Studies at Wolverhampton University to help shape the 
project. Good links continue with Peter Bance, Sikh Historian who is keen to 
support the museum with the project. The Museum plans to submit a bid to 
the National Lottery Heritage Fund. We have a target date of 2024 for this 
work, which is the 100th anniversary of the opening of the museum.

3 Learning with Adults, Children and Young People

3.1 Activities for children and Families

The Ancient House Museum continues to offer a popular programme of 
themed gallery discovery trails, with a new trail available for each week of the 
school holidays. 

The museum provided activities for families in the School Summer holidays. 
Additional family events were provided during the summer’s Festival of 
Norfolk and Punjab.

3.2 Museum Clubs
The Mini Museum Club aimed at those aged under five remains popular.  The 
group meets once a month. This activity forms part of an increasing Early 
Years offer across Norfolk Museums Service.

The after-school History Club which meets on a Wednesday afternoon 
continues to build in popularity and has grown to 20 members. Recent topics 
have included the Commonwealth and the Second World War. The group had 
a summer outing in July to Norwich and visited Norwich Castle, the Museum 
of Norwich and Strangers Hall.

The after-school Teenage History Club continues to meet on Friday 
afternoons and recent activities have included work on a film and providing 
Queer History tours at Norwich Castle, Museum of Norwich, Gressenhall and 
Lynn Museum, King’s Lynn. The Teenage History Club was invited to speak at 



Youth @ Pride Networking event held at the Museum of London on 5 July. 
Their video was seen by over 200 secondary school pupils from eight London 
schools. On 6 July Teenage History Club took their Pride of the People Pop-
Up Exhibition to London Pride. Their stall was on Pall Mall next to Trafalgar 
Square. Despite being in a restricted area due to bomb threats the group still 
spoke to over 500 people and visitors to the stall made over 300 badges. 
During the day Teenage History Club took part in a contemporary collecting 
project for the London Transport Museum.  

Members of the Ancient House Teenage History Club played a part in the 
unveiling event in Norwich Castle of the new major acquisition of Walton 
Bridges by JMW Turner.

The work of the Teenage History Club connects well with the NMS-wide Kick 
the Dust: Norfolk project. This is an exciting four year project supported by the 
National Lottery Heritage Fund. The project is aimed at young people aged 
11-25 years of age with specific focus on young people who face significant 
barriers to participation in heritage and arts activities. This includes harder to 
reach groups of young people: care leavers, children who are looked after, 
refugees and YMCA clients. The Kick the Dust project aims to work with 8,000 
young people between July 2018 and June 2022

3.3 Textile groups
The Museum continues to hold Knit and Knatter sessions at the Museum and 
a spinning group also meets at the Museum on a regular basis, offering 
demonstrations to visitors.  Members of the textile groups contributed to a 
window display marking the town’s summer River Day. 

3.4 Talks programme, in association with the Friends of the Museum
A programme of illustrated talks continues to be offered at Ancient House 
Museum on Tuesday afternoons.  Attendances average 15-25, with a number 
of the talks being delivered by NMS staff. Recent topics have included talks 
on the Duleep Singh art collection by Dr Keith Robinson, Chairman of the 
Friends of Thetford Museum. Additional talks given as part of the Festival of 
Norfolk and Punjab included Vicky Iglekowski-Broad from the National 
Archives on Suffragettes and Gurinder Singh Mann on the Sikh Museum 
Initiative.
.
3.5 Schools
The Museum continues to offer a wide range of learning opportunities for 
schools.  Delivery of the sessions is typically by a combination of museum 
staff, experienced freelancers and volunteers.  A tried and tested format is to 
offer a ‘carousel’ of activities around the building with groups of schoolchildren 
moving between the activities such as object handling, drama, craft and food.

Local schools enjoyed subsidised visits to Ancient House funded through the 
Festival of Norfolk and Punjab.

Learning officer Melissa Hawker led an event for teachers at Ancient House 
on 30th September entitled “How to Discover and Explore Your Local History’



4 Ancient House and the Media

4.1 SikhChannelTV – Festival of Norfolk and Punjab special
Curator Oliver Bone and Learning Officer Melissa Hawker appeared on 
SikhChannelTV to promote the Ancient House and discuss its connections 
with the Duleep Singh family.

4.2 Appearances on BBC Radio Norfolk
The Museum has also a new and regular History Corner feature on Radio 
Norfolk.

4.3 Social media 
The museum continues to develop its social media presence, with Twitter and 
Facebook accounts being maintained by staff. The Ancient House Museum 
accounts continue to grow with the Twitter account having 2,978 followers 
with Facebook having 994 follows. The Ancient House participated in several 
national social media campaigns including the East Midland National Lottery 
Heritage Fund HeritageA2Z, #InternationalJokeDay

4.4 Des Pardes Weekly
The Museum featured in the Des Pardes weekly for its contribution to the 
finale event for the Norfolk and Punjab Festival.

5 Other Museum Developments

5.1 Volunteers
A small team of volunteers meets on a weekly basis in the Museum. 
Volunteers have continued with a programme of documentation work involving 
the photographing and cataloguing of some of the recent acquisitions. The 
team’s work enhances and illustrates the museum catalogue available online 
through the museum service’s collections website.  

Volunteers also contribute to the work of the learning team through delivery of 
the Mini Museum Club for the under five’s, the delivery of sessions for schools 
and preparing resource boxes for learning activities. Volunteer Dan Morgan 
created the Rivers window display in June for the Norfolk and Punjab Festival 
celebrations. He also performed his Toy Theatre as one of the activities for 
the summer Toys and Games family event.

5.2 Friends of the Museum
The Friends of the Museum continue to support the Museum through 
fundraising and promoting the Museum in the town. A visit to King’s Lynn to 
see the new displays at the South Gate and also Lynn Museum took place in 
June.



5.3 Teaching Museum Trainee Scheme
During 2019-2020, the Ancient House continues to host a twelve month paid 
traineeship, provided through the NMS Teaching Museum programme.  The 
2019-20 Ancient House trainee is Paula Murphy who has contributed to the 
museum’s after-school History Club, work with the Teenage History Club, a 
volunteer project to make new learning resources and the research and 
production of the Studio Ceramics exhibition. The traineeship is funded 
through the NMS Arts Council England National Portfolio Organisation 2018-
2022 Business Plan. 
This link is for a blog post by Paula on her work with Norfolk Museums:
https://nmsteachingmuseum.wordpress.com/2019/09/30/a-day-in-the-life-of-a-
curatorial-trainee/

5.4 Planning Application for neighbouring property to Ancient House. 
The Museum staff have been notified of a proposal to undertake building 
works to the former King’s Head public house next door to the Museum.  On 
consultation with the Norfolk Property Services Surveyor, Chris May, the 
curator has written in objection to the proximity of a proposed new building at 
the rear because of concerns over future maintenance of the Ancient House 
building.

5.5 David Osborne
The museum team was saddened by the recent death of David Osborne, 
published local historian of Thetford, a great advocate for Thetford’s heritage 
and a great supporter of Ancient House.  David helped us with enquiries, 
research, public talks, heritage walks and contributions to a number of 
exhibitions.  The curator worked with David to donate his Thetford photograph 
archive to the Norfolk County Council public photograph library known as 
Picture Norfolk.  In this way the images will be publicly accessible.  The 
Ancient House is raising funds to purchase the David Osborne postcard 
collection.

6 Visitor Numbers  

6.1 Up to date visitor figures will be circulated at the meeting.

7 Resource implications

(a) Finance None
(b) Property None
(c) Staff None
(d) Information Technology None

8 Recommendations:

That the Area Museums Committee notes the report

https://nmsteachingmuseum.wordpress.com/2019/09/30/a-day-in-the-life-of-a-curatorial-trainee/
https://nmsteachingmuseum.wordpress.com/2019/09/30/a-day-in-the-life-of-a-curatorial-trainee/
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